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Memories of a student’s summer in Tuktoyaktuk 


by Jim Lyon 


Cindy Larabie, a vivacious 19-year-old 
psychology major from McMaster Uni- 
versity, arrived in this tiny Arctic com- 
munity of Tuktoyaktuk, N.WT., last 
May feeling like the classic dumb tourist. 

Sticking out of her backpack was a 
tennis racket. She didn’t need to be in- 
formed they don't play tennis on the 
tundra. She told bemused locals she had 
brought the racket along to swat the 


famous northern mosquitoes. Cindy 
hadn't figured on spending the summer 
in the Arctic; she had already packed her 
bag — including shorts and a swimsuit 
— for an intended summer in Calgary 
when she switched plans. She's glad she 
did. 

While working here Cindy learned to 
cook reindeer steak, made friends with a 
number of Eskimo women, swam in the 
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LANGUAGE 
SEMINARS FOR 
TRAVELLERS AND 
BUSINESSMEN 


Three week residential course with 
nine full days of language instruction 
and training. 


German June 7 - 26 
Russian July 5 - 24 
Chinese Aug. 2- 21 
Japanese Aug. 30 - Sept. 18 
Japanese Sept. 20 - Oct. 9 


Access to our modern language lab all 
the time. 


Accommodation in the exclusive new 
HUDSON BAY LODGE, Smithers, 
British Columbia. 


Upon completion of our language 
| seminar you pass an achievement test 
and receive our diploma. 


Return PWA jet service daily between 
Vancouver and Smithers. We can 
make travel arrangements. 


|| Write, phone or telex for rates and 
|| more details. 


We also offer an itinerant teaching 

| service for corporations and study 

| groups, conducted on your premises 

| by our professional instructors. 

|! Also available: mail correspondence 

|| courses. Send $10 Cdn. or $9 U.S. 

to receive your starter package, specify 
language. 


FAR EAST BUSINESS 
LANGUAGE SERVICES 


Dr. Peter Leimbigler, President 
and Chief Instructor 
Box 3922 
Smithers, B.C. VOJ 2NO 
Phone (604) 847-2563 
Telex 047-85579 


A CANADIAN LANGUAGE SCHOOL 
SERVING THE WESTERN WORLD 


| 
| 
|] Send free information on your 
summer courses for learning 
(] Send me a starter package for 
learning 


_} Japanese L) Chinese 
|] Russian () German 
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Beaufort Sea (pleasantly mild, she says, 
in shallow water close to shore), watched 
whales being carved up on the beach, 
ate whale fins (definitely not recom- 
mended) and attended an Eskimo 
dance. 


She spent three months working eight 
hour days, seven days a week as cook 
and general help in the Reindeer Grill 
here. She had a ball. She was one of 
three young people working at the grill, 
dispensing the usual fast food fare with 
some local variants such as reindeer- 
burger. Cindy saw the job advertised at 
the student employment office at 
McMaster in Hamilton. 


“| had worked in fast food places such 
as Macdonald’s before, so | thought 
‘what the heck!” She applied for the job 
but heard no more. Then she made 
plans to seek work in Calgary, deciding 
she did not want to return to her home 
town of Timmins, Ont. for the summer 
like most of her contemporaries. 


The day before | left they calied me 
and asked ‘are you still interested in 
going up north?’” Cindy says. She hesi- 
tated, but a friend persuaded her that she 
should go. She travelled to Calgary by 
car with two fellows from McMaster, 
neither of whom she had met before. 
“There was a notice posted up on the 
university wall. These guys wanted to 
share expenses. | had to borrow the 
money to come up here. When | look 
back I kind of wonder ‘how in the world 
could you have done it?’” 


Cindy took the bus from Calgary to 
Edmonton and then flew to Inuvik, arriv- 
ing friendless, virtually penniless and ina 
snowstorm. 


When she got to Tuktoyaktuk things 
looked up: she found her employers — 
an American woman and Eskimo hus- 
band — friendly and easy to get along 
with. Her pay was generous by Ontario 
standards although not especially high 
for the North, Cindy found. She ate at the 
grill and lived in a nearby trailer. She 
found she had plenty of time to go boat- 
ing in the endless summer daylight and 
to get to know some of the native wo- 
men. 


“| will go into the houses of the older 
Eskimo women. They speak enough 
English for me to be able to understand 
them. | find myself picking up an Eskimo 
accent as well as some of their vocabul- 
ary. 


As a student of psychology Cindy says 
she spent the first few weeks in her new 


environment analyzing the people she 
met, asking herself why the Eskimo 
people behaved in certain ways. “Now | 
don't think about it. | have made friends 
and | just enjoy myself.” 


One elderly woman, was especially 
kind, and took about half an hour to 
persuade her to try to eat whale fins. The 
Eskimo men she found to be exception- 
ally shy. 


The Reindeer Grill is a popular spot, 

very likely because it is the on/y restaur- — 
ant in this community of 800. Eskimo — 
kids eat fried chicken and ice cream 
while watching CBC television programs 
beamed via satellite from Vancouver. 
(Southern sitcoms depict a world that 
must seem very strange to side-eyed — 
kids brought up on the northem rim of _ 
the American continent. | to/d one little 
girl | was from Vancouver and she asked: 
“Is that near Inuvik?” TV ads thatin B.C. 
seem merely irritating and juvenile — a 
car dealer dressing up as Superman 
— must be incomprehensible to 
youngsters whose world is cir- 
cumscribed still by hostile nature). 


Tuktoyaktuk is a fascinating study in 
contrasts. It is here — actually about five 
miles away from the native village—- that 
Dome Petroleum Ltd. of Calgary has es- 
tablished its base camp to support ex- 
tensive oil drilling operations n the 
Beaufort Sea. 


Dome’s latest facility was put up early 
this year at a cost of $14 million.|t can 
sleep 360 and has a fine cafetera, of- 
fices, a reading room with deep arm 
chairs, a training centre, a weights foom, 
gymnasium, racquet ball court, jac 
and saunas. 


While Tuk base runs with modem effi- 
ciency, the Eskimos still dig a holein the 
permafrost to make a feepfreeze for 
snow geese and whale blubber. 


Yet, the same satellite that relaysinane — 
TV programs also sends signals to com- 
puters on the decks of the drill ships, 
thus permitting them to locate their posi- — 
tions to an accuracy of within a few feet » 
in the Arctic vastness. ’ 


Oil exploration has had a big impact ~ 
on Tuktoyaktuk; there are jobs available 
for practically anyone who wants them . 
and Tuk is a prosperous little village. 
Many locals, though, don’t yet have the 
skills training to benefit from the oppor- 
tunities offered. Both Dome and the 
government are running training prog- 
rams to rectify this. gia 
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